
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   J. F. Swartsel Lodge No. 251 F. &A.M             

 

TRESTLE    BOARD 

 

 

        Published Monthly     Volume LXXXIX      Issue No. 3         March 2014 

 

3109 Lutz Lake Fern Road, Lutz FL  33548-1475  
 Mail: P.O. Box 1475         Phone: 813-949-4814 

 
       Website: www.jfswarsel251.org          Facebook: www.facebook.com/jfswarsel251            

 

 

 

 
    

 

    

            

 
  STATED COMMUNICATIONS: 1st & 3rd Thursdays    Dinner 6:30 PM - Meeting 7:30PM 

        

 
Lodge Stated Communications 

 

 For MARCH 2014 
 

                                
Thursday March 6th 

Thursday March 20th 
 
 

Dinner at 6:30pm 
Stated Communication at 

7:30pm 

 
IN THIS ISSUE 

 

Masonic Education    

 The Significance of the Northeast Corner 2  

 Letter from Tampa Low Twelve Club 2 

  Solomon, King of Israel           3 

 Chair Chatter           6 

Lodge News & Events        7 

Birthdays/Anniversaries        9 

LODGE CALENDAR                 10 

Lodge Officers                    10 

Sponsors          10 

Past Masters            11 

 

http://www.jfswarsel251./


2 
 

Masonic 

Education  
 

The Significance 
of the Northeast 

Corner of the 
Lodge  

 

 
 

     Masonic legend and 

ritual recognize the 

Northeast Corner as the 

proper place for laying the 

cornerstone in an edifice. 

Symbolically this corner 

represents the beginning 

of the laying of the 

cornerstone of the spiritual 

superstructure which 

every true Mason must 

build. Here, in the 

Northeast Corner’s 

ceremonies and 

instructions, the initiate 

commences the moral and 

intellectual task of erecting 

a spiritual temple in his 

heart. The cornerstone is 

emblematic of a “well-

tried, true and trusty” 

Masonic character which 

the Apprentice begins now 

to build – the squareness 

of its surface, emblematic 

of morality; its cubical 

form, emblematic of 

firmness and stability of 

character; the peculiar 

finish and fineness of the 

material; 

emblematic of virtue and 

holiness. In consecrated 

language of symbolism the 

newly admitted Apprentice 

is instructed in a life of 

integrity and stability of 

conduct, of truthfulness 

and uprightness of 

character, and of purity 

and holiness in all human 

relations. 

 

Source: The Masonic Holy 

Bible: Heirloom Bible 

Publishers, Wichita, KS. 

 

A Letter From 
The Masonic Low 
Twelve Club of 

Tampa 
 

    My Brother, now that 

you have completed your 

Third or Master Mason 

Degree in Freemasonry; it 

becomes my duty to 

inform you of other 

important benefits. 

     Remember, in the First 

Degree in Freemasonry, 

you were instructed, even 

admonished, in the Rite of 

Destitution, that in your 

future walks through life 

you would contribute to 

those in need, as you were 

represented to be. 

     To relieve the 

distressed is a duty 

incumbent on all men, but 

particularly on Masons.  In 

almost every Degree in 

Freemasonry, we are 

instructed in or impressed 

with the importance of 

Charity. 

     The Hour-Glass is an 

emblem of human life. 

Behold! How swiftly the  

sands run, and how rapidly 

our lives are drawing to a 

close!  We cannot without 

astonishment behold the 

particles which are 

contained in this machine; 

how they pass away 

almost imperceptibly; and 

yet, to our surprise, in the 

short space of an hour they 

are exhausted!  Thus 

wastes man!  Today, he 

puts forth the tender 

leaves of Hope; tomorrow 

blossoms, and bears his 

blushing honors thick upon 

him; the next day comes a 

frost which nips the shoot; 

and when he thinks his 

greatness is still aspiring, 

he falls like autumn leaves, 

to enrich our mother earth. 

     The Masonic Low 

Twelve Club of Tampa, is a 

benefit fund organized for 

Master Masons, whose 

membership, including 

dual memberships, is in a 

Masonic Lodge in 

Hillsborough County, 

Florida, the object of which 

is to provide, immediately 

upon the death of a 

member in good standing, 

of said Low Twelve Club, a 

sum of money for the 

benefit of the widow or 

other beneficiary, 

designated by said 

member. 

     Only Master Masons in 

good standing in their 

respective Masonic 

Lodges, not over 65 years 

of age at their last 

birthday, and in good 

health at the time of 

applying for membership, 

are eligible and may 

become members of said 

Masonic Low Twelve Club 

of Tampa, upon application 

approved by the Board of 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=northeast+cornerstone+of+a+masonic+lodge&FORM=HDRSC2#view=detail&id=16EF80343CD8F8DFB57B43B5C3CCC64B3B69643D&selectedIndex=166
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Trustees, and without 

other formality than the 

payment of annual dues of 

$100.00 which are billed at 

$25.00 quarterly. 

     To obtain an 

application please contact 

R.W. Houston D.  

White, P.D.D.G.M., 

Secretary at 

Hwhite3@tampabay.rr.co

m or 813-884-8529. 
 

Solomon, King of 

Israel 
 

 
 
Painting of King Solomon, 

1872 or 1874, by Simeon 
Solomon, in the National 
Gallery of Art, Wash. D.C.  
 

     In writing the life of 

King Solomon from a 

Masonic point of view, it is 

impossible to omit a 

reference to the legends 

which have been 

preserved in the Masonic 

system. 

     But the writer, who, 

with this preliminary 

notice, embodies them in 

his sketch of the career of 

the wise King of Israel, is 

by no means to be held  

responsible for a belief in 

their authenticity.  

     It is the business of the 

Masonic biographer to 

relate all that has been 

handed down by tradition 

in connection with the life 

of Solomon; it will be the 

duty of the severer critic to 

seek to separate out of all 

these materials that which 

is historical from that 

which is merely mythical, 

and to assign to the former 

all that is valuable as fact, 

and to the latter all that is 

equally valuable as 

symbolism. 

     But it must constantly 

be kept in mind that the 

chronology of early Jewish 

history is obscure. Periods 

given in the books of 

Moses are in round 

numbers and seem based 

only on tradition. Only 

when the biblical dates can 

be checked by external 

means, as for example by 

the records of Assyria, 

may definite dates be 

accepted with any 

certainty. Such is the 

conclusion of the 

Dictionary of Dates 

(Nelson's Encyclopedic 

Library). 

     Solomon, the King of 

Israel, the son of David 

and Bathsheba, ascended 

the throne of his kingdom 

2989 years after the 

creation of the world, and 

1015 years before the 

Christian era.  

     He was then only 

twenty years of age, but 

the youthful monarch is 

said to have commenced 

his reign with the decision 

of a legal question of some  

difficulty, in which he 

exhibited the first promise 

of that wise judgment for 

which he was ever 

afterward distinguished. 

     One of the great 

objects of Solomon's life, 

and the one which most 

intimately connects him 

with the history of the 

Masonic institution, was 

the erection of a temple to 

Jehovah.  

    This, too, had been a 

favorite design of his 

father David. For this 

purpose, that monarch, 

long before his death, had 

numbered the workmen 

whom he found in his 

kingdom; had appointed 

the overseers of the work, 

the hewers of stones, and 

the bearers of burdens; 

had prepared a great 

quantity of brass, iron, and 

cedar; and had amassed 

an immense treasure with 

which to support the 

enterprise. 

     But on consulting with 

the Prophet Nathan, he 

learned from that holy 

man, that although the 

pious intention was 

pleasing to God, yet that 

he would not be permitted 

to carry it into execution, 

and the divine prohibition 

was proclaimed in these 

emphatic words: "Thou 

hast shed blood 

abundantly, and hast 

made great wars; thou 

shalt not build a house 

unto my name, because 

thou hast shed much blood 

upon the earth in my 

sight."  

     The task was, therefore 

reserved for the more 

peaceful Solomon. Hence, 

when David was about to 

die, he charged Solomon 

to build the Temple of God  

mailto:Hwhite3@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:Hwhite3@tampabay.rr.com
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/david.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/temple.html


4 
 

as soon as he should have 

received the kingdom. He 

also gave him directions in 

relation to the construction 

of the edifice, and put into 

his possession the money, 

amounting to ten thousand 

talents of gold and ten 

times that amount of 

silver, which he had 

collected and laid aside for 

defraying the expense. 

     Solomon had scarcely 

ascended the throne of 

Israel, when he prepared 

to carry into execution the 

pious designs of his 

predecessor. For this 

purpose, however, he 

found it necessary to seek 

the assistance of Hiram, 

King of Tyre, the ancient 

friend and ally of his 

father. 

     The Tyrians and 

Sidonians, the subjects of 

Hiram, had long been 

distinguished for their 

great architectural skill; 

and, in fact, many of them, 

as the members of a 

mystic operative society, 

the Fraternity of Dionysian 

Artificers, had long 

monopolized the 

profession of building in 

Asia Minor.  

      The Jews, on the 

contrary, were rather more 

eminent for their military 

valor than for their 

knowledge of the arts of 

peace, and hence King 

Solomon at once conceived 

the necessity of invoking 

the aid of these foreign 

architects, if he expected 

to complete the edifice he 

was about to erect, either 

in a reasonable time or 

with the splendor and 

magnificence appropriate  

 

to the sacred object for  

which it was intended.  

     For this purpose he 

addressed the following 

letter to King Hiram: 

 

Know thou that my father 

would have built a temple 

to God, but was hindered 

by wars and continual 

expeditions, for he did not 

leave off to overthrow his 

enemies till he made them 

all subject to tribute. But I 

give thanks to God for the 

peace I, at present, enjoy, 

and on that account I am 

at leisure, and design to 

build a house to God. For 

God foretold to my father, 

that such a house should 

be built by me wherefore I 

desire thee to send some 

of thy subjects with mine 

to Mount Lebanon, to cut 

down timber for the 

Sidonians are more skillful 

than our people in cutting 

of wood. as for wages to 

the hewers of wood, I will 

pay whatever price thou 

shalt determine.  
 

     Hiram, mindful of the 

former amity end alliance 

that had existed between 

himself and David, was 

disposed to extend the 

friendship he had felt for 

the father to the son, and 

replied, therefore, to the 

letter of Solomon in the 

following epistle: 

 

It is fit to bless God that he 

hath committed thy 

father's government to 

thee who art a wise man  

endowed with all virtues. 

As for myself, I rejoice at 

the condition thou art in 

and will be subservient to  

thee in all that thou 

sendest to me about; for 

when, by my subjects I 

have cut down many and 

large trees of cedar and 

cypress wood, I will send 

them to sea and will order 

my subjects to make floats 

of them. and to sail to what 

places so ever of thy 

country thou shalt desire 

and leave them there, 

after which thy subjects 

may carry them to 

Jerusalem. But do thou 

take care to procure us 

corn for this timber which 

we stand in need of, 

because we inhabit in an 

island. 
 

     Hiram lost no time in 

fulfilling the promise of 

assistance which he had 

thus given; and 

accordingly we are 

informed that Solomon 

received thirty-three 

thousand six hundred 

workmen from Tyre, 

besides a sufficient 

quantity of timber and 

stone to construct the 

edifice which he was about 

to erect. 

     Hiram sent him, also, a 

far more important gift 

than either men or 

materials, in the person of 

an able architect, Hiram 

Abiff, "a curious and 

cunning workman," whose 

skill and experience were 

to be put to use by 

superintending the labors 

of the craft, and in 

adorning and beautifying 

the building.  

     King Solomon 

commenced the erection of 

the Temple on Monday, the 

second day of the Hebrew  

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/hiramt.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/hiramt.html
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month Zif, which answers 

to the twenty-first of April, 

in the year of the world  

2992, and 1012 years 

before the Christian era.  

     Advised in all the 

details, as Masonic 

tradition informs us, by the 

wise and prudent counsels 

of Hiram, King of Tyre, and 

Hiram Abif, who, with 

himself, constituted at that 

time the three Grand 

Masters of the Craft, 

Solomon made every 

arrangement in the 

disposition and 

government of the 

workmen, in the payment 

of their wages, and in the 

maintenance of concord 

and harmony which should 

insure dispatch in the 

execution and success in 

the result.  

     To Hiram Abif was 

entrusted the general 

superintendence of the 

building, while other 

subordinate stations were 

assigned to other eminent 

artists, whose names and 

offices have been handed 

down in the traditions of 

the Order. 

     In short, the utmost 

perfection of human 

wisdom was displayed by 

this enlightened monarch 

in the disposition of 

everything that related to 

the construction of the 

stupendous edifice. Men of 

the most comprehensive 

minds, imbued with the 

greatest share of zeal and 

fervency, and inspired with 

the strongest fidelity to his 

interests, were employed 

as masters to instruct and 

superintend the workmen; 

while those who labored in  

 

inferior stations were  

excited to enthusiasm by 

the promise of promotion 

and reward.  

     The Temple was at 

length finished in the 

month Bul, answering to 

our November, in the year 

of the world 3000, being a 

little more than seven 

years from its 

commencement. 

     As soon as the 

magnificent edifice was 

completed, and fit for the 

sacred purposes for which 

it was intended, King 

Solomon determined to 

celebrate the 

consummation of his 

labors in the most solemn 

manner. 

     For this purpose he 

directed the Ark to be 

brought from the king's 

house, where it had been 

placed by King David, and 

to be deposited with 

impressive ceremonies in 

the Holy of Holies beneath 

the expanded wings of the 

cherubim. This important 

event is commemorated in 

the beautiful ritual of the 

Most Excellent Master's 

Degree.  

     Our traditions inform 

us, that when the Temple 

was completed, Solomon 

assembled all the heads of 

the Tribes, the Elders and 

Chiefs of Israel to bring the 

Ark up out of Zion, where 

King David had deposited 

it in a tabernacle until a 

more fitting place should 

have been built for its 

reception.  

     This duty, was 

therefore performed by the 

Levites, who delivered the 

Ark of the Covenant into  

 

the hands of the Priests,  

who then fixed it in its lace 

in the center of the Holy of 

Holies. 

     Here the immediate 

and personal connection of 

King Solomon with the 

Craft begins to draw to a 

conclusion. It is true, that 

he subsequently employed 

those worthy Freemasons, 

whom the traditions say, 

at the completion and 

dedication of the Temple, 

he had received and 

acknowledged as Most 

Excellent Masters, in the 

erection of a magnificent 

palace and other edifices. 

     But, in process of time 

he fell into the most 

grievous errors; 

abandoned the path of 

truth; encouraged the 

idolatrous rites of Spurious 

Freemasonry; and, 

induced by the persuasions 

of those foreign wives and 

concubines whom he had 

espoused in his later days, 

he erected a fane for the 

celebration of these 

heathen mysteries, on one 

of the hills that overlooked 

the very spot where, in his 

youth, he had consecrated 

a temple to the one true 

God. 

     It is, however, believed 

that before his death he 

deeply repented of this 

temporary aberration from 

virtue, and in the emphatic 

expression, "Vanity of 

vanities! All is vanity" 

(Ecclesiastes I, 2), he is 

supposed to have 

acknowledged that in his 

own experience he had 

discovered that falsehood 

and sensuality, however 

they may give pleasure for  

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/chapter.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/chapter.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/zion.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/holy.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/holy.html
http://www.masonicdictionary.com/freemasonry.html
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a season, will, in the end, 

produce the bitter fruits of 

remorse and sorrow. 

     That King Solomon was 

the wisest monarch that 

swayed the scepter of 

Israel, has been the 

unanimous opinion of 

posterity. So much was he 

beyond the age in which he 

flourished, in the 

attainments of science, 

that the Jewish and Arabic 

writers have attributed to 

him a thorough knowledge 

of the secrets of magic, by 

whose incantations they 

suppose him to have been 

capable of calling spirits 

and demons to his 

assistance; and the 

Talmudists and 

Mohammedan doctors 

record many fanciful 

legends of his exploits in 

controlling these ministers 

of darkness.  

     As a naturalist, he is 

said to have written a work 

on animals of no ordinary 

character, which has, 

however, perished; while 

his qualifications as a poet 

were demonstrated by 

more than a thousand 

poems which he 

composed, of which his 

epithalamium on his 

marriage with an Egyptian 

princess and the Book of 

Ecclesiastes alone remain. 

     He has given us in his 

Proverbs an Opportunity of 

forming a favorable 

opinion of his pretensions 

to the character of a deep 

and right-thinking 

philosopher; while the long 

peace and prosperous 

condition of his empire for 

the greater portion of his 

reign, the increase of his 

kingdom in wealth and 

refinement, and the 

encouragement which he  

gave to architectures the 

mechanic arts, and 

commerce, testify his 

profound abilities as a 

sovereign and statesman. 

     After a reign of forty 

years he died, and with 

him expired the glory and 

the power of the ancient 

Hebrew Empires. 

 
Source: 

    Mackey's Encyclopedia of   
 Freemasonry, http://masonic   
 dictionary.com/solomon.html 
 
 

CHAIR 
CHATTER 

 

From The EAST 
 

     My Brothers, we had a 

very active February. The 

dual Master Mason Degree 

with Turkey Creek Lodge 

was a huge success. Both 

Lodges did a great job with 

their respective parts. I 

want to extend a hearty 

thank you to our Brother 

Chuck Osborne, current 

Monarch of the Grotto for 

letting us confer the 

Degree at their location. I 

hope it is a start to a new 

tradition.  

     Congratulations to 

Brother Casey, who was 

raised to the Sublime 

Degree of Master Mason 

during this Degree. I hope 

you continue with your 

education in Masonry. We 

look forward to seeing you 

in the Lodge.  

     I want to thank all the 

Brothers who helped with 

the Fish Fry. The continued 

success of the Fish Fry 

allows us to keep our dues 

low and build our savings 

for improvements to the 

Lodge.   

     We will be scheduling a 

fun trip to a Spring 

Training baseball game, so 

please keep a look out on 

the website or the 

Facebook page for the 

place and time.  

     I look forward to seeing 

you, my Brothers, in 

Lodge.  

  

Jeff Sklet, Worshipful 

Master 

 

From The WEST 
 

          Amy and I wish to 

thank everyone for your 

thoughts and prayers for 

her speedy recovery from 

her recent injury. I am 

very happy to share with 

you that the four hour 

surgery to repair the two 

broken bones in her right 

arm appears to be 

successful. She has her 

first post-surgery doctor’s 

appointment on March 5th 

and hopefully she will be 

given the ok to start her 

physical therapy. 

     Congratulations to 

Brother Casey on his 

recent raising. I am sorry I 

was not able to attend the 

Degree, my cable tow got 

really short last month. I 

hope to see you and our 

other Brothers at the 

Lodge this month. 

 

Until then… 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Chuck Osborne, Senior 

Warden 
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From The SOUTH 
 

My Brothers, I thank you 

for your continued 

support. This past month 

has been a very busy 

month for me, but also 

very rewarding.  

     We have a new Master 

Mason in the Lodge and 

my congratulations go out 

to him. The Boy Scouts put 

on a terrific show at their 

Flag Burning Ceremony. As 

a veteran myself, I was 

moved by their 

presentation…Well Done, 

Boy Scouts! 

     At the last meeting we 

had a less than good 

showing by the Brothers. 

We had visiting Brothers 

which helped. Knowing 

this, what can we do to 

make your attendance a 

little more frequent? I am 

open for suggestions, 

please let me know.  

 From the response of the 

Brothers who have eaten 

the meals I have provided 

for the Lodge, I feel I am 

doing okay. If you have 

any suggestions on any 

meals, please leave me a 

note on the fridge in the 

kitchen. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Danny Valdez, Junior 

Warden 

 

From The 

SECRETARY’S 

DESK 

My Brothers: 

 

     We Initiated our 

“YOUNGEST” Entered 

Apprentice in February. 

Dylan Chad Kennedy is 

only 19 years old. 

Congratulations Brother 

Dylan and welcome to our 

Fraternity.  

     We also Raised another 

Master Mason, Bro. CASEY 

AARON CONNETT. (He also 

welcomed a NEW Baby 

Daughter into his 

household). 

Congratulations on both 

events, Bro. Casey. Hope 

to see you in Lodge now. 

     Our Third Friday Fish 

Fries are lacking in both 

diners and (early) workers. 

Brothers, let’s get busy 

and push for MORE of 

BOTH mentioned areas of 

deficiencies. If we can’t 

increase our income some 

other way, I think you 

know the alternative 

solution. There is building 

maintenance that needs to 

be done just to maintain 

the building’s stability and 

presentability. (“nuff said) 

     We also need to work 

on the attendance to 

Lodge. The sidelines are 

very sparsely populated. 

Invite your Brother friends  

to attend and participate  

 

 

in the meetings, more. 

 

Fraternally:  

  

Donald R. Bell, Secretary 

 

From 

FRIENDSHIP 
CHAPTER #209 

 

Nothing From Friendship 

Lodge This Month 

 
Lodge News 

and Events  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report on Petitions 
for the Three 

Symbolic Degrees 

 

 
 

GERALD ALLEN SAVOY 

Received and referred to 
Investigation Committee 

 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

MARCH 15th is the 
 

Annual Pilgrimage Day at 
the Masonic Home and takes 

place from  
9:00 am until 3:00 pm 

 
Your Attendance Would be 

GREATLY Appreciated! 
 

 

  

Please See PAGE 8 

for other 
IMPORTANT 

MARCH LODGE 

DATES! 
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Brother Dylan Kennedy 

(2nd from the left) 

received his Entered 

Apprentice Initiation at 

Hillsborough Lodge #25 

on Feb. 4th with R:.W:. 

Sam Pesolas, JF 

Swartsel Lodge W:.M:. 

Jeff Sklet and Brother 

Chris Tremble. 

 

 

 
 

Brother Casey Aaron 

Connett (3rd from the 

right) and Turkey Creek 

Master Mason candidate, 

Duke Bass Fortesque (4th 

from right), with the JF 

Swartsel Degree Team 

and District #22 D.D.G.M. 

Robert Lambert, at their 

Master Mason Raising at 

the Tampa Zendah Grotto 

on Feb. 19th, 2014. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Did you know… 

J.F. Swartsel Lodge #251 
was chartered April 23, 
1925, to meet at Lake Fern 
in Hillsborough County. 
J.F. Swartsel Lodge is the 
only lodge to use the 
number 251 and it is named 
after Brother Joseph F. 
Swartsel.  

The original Lodge had 
twenty-one charter 
members. The first three 
Line Officers came from 
King Hiram’s Lodge #68 
which met in nearby Pasco 
County. Other members 
came from Alachua Lodge 
#26, Cottondale Lodge #20, 
Corinthian Lodge #191, 
John Darling Lodge #154, 
Mascotte Lodge #168, 
which were all Florida 
lodges. One Brother from 
out-of-state was from 
Laurel Lodge #414 in 
Mississippi.  

The J.F. Swartsel Lodge 
original Charter was 
destroyed by fire on 
October 26, 1963 and a 
duplicate was issued on 
November 7, 1963. 

SOURCE: The Grand Lodge of 
Florida, Free & Accepted 
Masons: History, 1830 – 1988, 
Vol. I, The Lodges, Pg. 392 by 
J. Roy Crowther, P.G.M. 

(Grand Historian) 

 

THE NEXT FISH 

FRY IS 

  

Friday, March 21st 
5PM - 8PM 

 

Tender & Crispy Deep Fried Fish 

Golden French Fries 

Creamy Cole Slaw  

Fresh Hush Puppies 

Grits with Cheese & Butter 

A Variety of Desserts  

Iced Tea  

(Sweetened & Unsweetened) 

 

Take-Out $8.00 

Eat-In (All You Can Eat) $10 

 

Tell Your Friends and 

Neighbors and Join Us for 

Fun, Fellowship and Great 

Food! 

 

Let us endeavor so to live 

that when we come to die 

even the undertaker will 

be sorry.  

Brother Mark Twain 
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MARCH  

Masonic  

Anniversaries 
 

 

    

 

  3rd  Stanley James 

  5th  Stephen Pence   

  12th Gary Carver 

  15th Samuel Freeman 

  24th Lynn Phelps 

  Thomas Collins, Jr.  

  26th Emmett Thompson 

  Lawton Thacher 

  27th Angelo Reno 

  28th Ronald Fleisher 

  Donald King 

  Gustave Pellegrino, Jr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

  

  

 

      

 

          

 

MARCH  
Birthdays 

 

 
 

      1st     Camilo Colon        
                 Thomas Collins, Jr. 

3rd    Frank Cothron      
        William Benschoter                 

 5th    Steven Pence 
         Brian Stricker 
 6th    Paul Sidlo 
 7th     Gregory Savage 
         Lynn Phelps 

11th Jeff Hoffmeister 
 Rand Seppelin 
13th Gordon Bauer, Jr.  
14th  Grant Hile 
18th  Daniel Ridgeway 
23rd Joseph Wells 
25th Richard Carson 
26th William Rice, Jr.  
28th  Adam Daniel  
29th Joseph Fara, Jr.  
30th  Dyland Kennedy 
31st Michael Goodman 
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J.F. Swartsel Lodge #251 

MARCH 2014 Events Calendar 
 

  
    6th     Stated Meeting of Swartsel Lodge………………..Dinner served at 6:30 pm - Lodge opens at 7:30 pm 
  14th     Monthly meeting of Masonic Park BOD at Tampa Lodge No. 240…………………………………….7:00 pm 
  15th     Monthly Meeting of Memorial Lodge No. 23 at Fellowship Lodge No. 265……………………10:00 am 
           ANNUAL Pilgrimage Day at the Masonic Home at the Home…………………….9:00 am until 3:00 pm 
  16th    Monthly meeting of the BOT of the Masonic Home at the Home…………………………………..11:00 am 
  20th    Stated Meeting of Swartsel Lodge………………..Dinner served at 6:30 pm - Lodge opens at 7:30 pm 
  21st    Third Friday Fish Fry at Swartsel………………………..Serving FULL MENU from 5:00 pm until 8:00 pm 
  22nd   ZONE School of Instruction at Tampa Scottish Rite (5500 Memorial Hwy, Tampa)…………..8:30 am 
  28th    Monthly meeting of Masters & Wardens Association at Fellowship Lodge No. 265…………7:00 pm 
 

 

 

     2014 Lodge Officers 

 Worshipful Master               Senior Steward    

 Jeffrey T. Sklet                Marty Greif 

 jtsklet@yahoo.com    martin@privacypartners.com 

 813-482-5236                813-334-3867 

      

 Senior Warden                 Junior Steward 

 Charles C. Osborne, Sr.                Brian Todd Johnson, Sr.  

 brotherchuckosborne@gmail.com   brian.sr.johnson@gmail.com                           

 813-909-1618    813-388-1623 

              

 Junior Warden    Chaplain  

 Danny Valdez    Frank E. Penny 

 Dannyv842@hotmail.com  GEPFEP@aol.com  

 813-833-7339    813-830-3436 

             

  Secretary      Tyler 

  W:. Donald R. Bell              Gregory L. Gough 

  donaldbell@verizon.net        gregory.gough@yahoo.com              

  813-932-5832     478-955-2794 

   

  Treasurer     Marshall 

  W:. David B. Lambert, Sr.   W:. Jerry M. Snell, Jr.  

  Dlambert7907@gmail.com    jsnell@verizon.net  

  813-996-4001      813-309-4711  

     

  Senior Deacon      Historian 

  Jordan S. Pongase     W:. Ron Speaks 

  727-488-9126      813-365-0101 

  jspongase@gmail.com     ronspeaks88@gmail.com 

 

  Junior Deacon     Musician 

  Brian P. Stricker     John S. Nagy  

  813-833-9630     813-949-0718 

  bpstricker@gmail.com    john2013@coach.net 
 

Support Your Advertisers 

 

Thank Your Individual Sponsor 

R:.W:. Ronald E. Stanley James F. Allison 

R:.W:.  Donald R. Bell  Ernest P. Sidlo 

 
Trestle Board Editor 
Brother Brian P. Stricker  

 
Do You Have Suggestions OR Would You Like To See 
Something Of Interest To The Brethren in the Online 
Trestle Board?  
 
Send Your Suggestions OR Contact Brother Stricker at 
bpstricker@gmail.com OR at 813-833-9630 
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JF. Swartsel Lodge #251  

 

  

Past 
Masters 

Continue On The 
Next Page...

 

1925 - 1949 
 

Marvin Roberts   1925-26* 

Edward Roberts  1927-34* 
E.W. Johnson  1929* 
Stephen Tinzel   1930* 

W.M Wohlhutner  1931* 
Edgar Hooker  1932* 

Lewis Hatton   1933* 
W.W. Saylor   1935-40* 
R.E. Paterson   1936* 

William Hatton  1937-39* 
L.L. Harper   1938* 

Henry T. Barlett  1941* 
W.D. Gorden   1942* 
Robert C. Martin   1942*  

George M. Lewis   1944*  
Barney Gay    1945*  

Benjamin F. Huber  1946*  
F. William Hiller  1947*  
Charles Chesire   1948** 

Charles S. Little   1949*  

* Deceased   
** Dimitted  
* ** Deceased/Dimitted (Served 23rd District) 
 
 

 

1950 – 1974 
 

Jake T. Hickman    1950* 

J. William Davies    1951* 
J. Alvin Dey     1952* 

George T. Bareford   1953*  
Robert Q. Coram   1954*  
George T. Beutel, PDDGM  1955*  

Robert Gupton   1956*  
M. Randolph Dey    1957*  

James Galloway, Jr.   1958*  
Franklin G. Deane   1959*  
C. Pierce Garrison, PDDGM 1960*  

Roy C. Meade   1961*  
Andrew W. Murdoch   1962*  

James Edgar Brant   1963*  
Hubert W. Johnson   1964* 
Richard I. Puls, Sr.   1964*  

Thomas B. Daughtey  1965*  
James W. Bland   1966** 

T. Craig Wheeler   1967*  
Freddie E. Hughes   1968*  
Clyde H. Smith    1969  

Charles R. Murphy   1970* 

James P. Plummer   1971* 

William K. Thacker   1972* 

Stanley E. James    1973* 
Joseph Winchester    1974* 
 
* Deceased   
** Dimitted  
* ** Deceased/Dimitted (Served 23rd District) 
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1975 – 1999 

 
V. Curtis Lovvorn    1975* 
Phillip V. Getz   1976* 

Frank T. Newsome   1977* 
Clark W. Barlow   1978 

John E. Adams   1979* 
John D. Wilson   1980* 
Edward B. Wilson    1981 

Thomas L. Osborn   1982* 
Edward Malinski   1983* 

Lloyd D. Herbert    1984 
Charles Inman   1985 
Gary F. Gentry    1986 

John T. Blanton, Jr. PDDGM 1987* ** 
Thomas J. Stewart, Jr.   1988* 

Chester E. Wiese   1989* 
John R. Hilton    1990* 
Earl R. Shanks   1991** 

Floyd A. Dozier   1992 
Marion D. Luke    1993* 

James W. Ulmsted, Jr.   1994** 
Donald R. Bell, PDDGM  1995 
Larry G. Padgett   1996* 

M. Allen Richey    1997* 
Gary A. Richey    1998 

David B. Lambert    1999 
 
        *  Deceased   
      ** Dimitted  
   * **  Deceased/Dimitted (Served 23rd District) 

 

2000 – 2013 

 
David B. Lambert, II  2000 

James R. Lambert    2001 
Gregory A. Lambert  2002 

Joseph E. Fara, Sr.   2003 
Bruce B. Vaughn   2004* 
Donald E. Belcher    2005* 

Joseph P. Wells    2006 
William L. Bortz    2007 

Gregory L. Savage   2008 
Drew M. Keenan    2009 

Donnel G. Cortright  2010 
Richard D. Sego    2011 
Jerry M. Snell, Jr.    2012 

Gregory L. Savage   2013 
 
* Deceased   
** Dimitted  
* ** Deceased/Dimitted (Served 23rd District) 

"Freemasonry is an organized 

society of men symbolically 

applying the 

principles of operative Masonry and 

architecture to the science and art 

of 

character building." 


